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Veronica Blas Dahir, Ph.D. 

Curriculum Vitae 
 

A.  Contact Information 
 
Phone:            (775) 784-6272 
E-mail:  veronicad@unr.edu 
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POSITIONS HELD AT THE GRANT SAWYER CENTER FOR JUSTICE STUDIES  
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section of final report and the annotated bibliography produced 
prior to the development of the survey instruments. 
 

1/98-8/99  Survey Manager - “Science in the Courtroom.” Sponsored by the 
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Responsibilities: facilitation of trial research for a mock civil trial involving 
misappropriation of trade secrets; data collection and maintenance of 
data quality; extraction of data from questionnaires during trial; 
processing of data and assignment of participants to juries; monitoring of 
focus group deliberations; note-taking; debriefing; brief report of focus 
group discussions and recommendations for real jury trial.  
 

Jan. 1998-May 1998 Turning Point, Inc., Reno, NV and Center for Partnership Evaluation, 
Univ. of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV. Principal Consultant: Debbie Loesch-
Griffin; Project: State of Nevada School-to-Careers Program.  

 
Responsibilities: provided consulting assistance and recommendations 
for improvement to the pilot survey instrument; codebook construction; 
data entry; data analyses; report writing; and presentation of results to the 
State of Nevada Evaluation Team.   

 
 
E. Other Work Experience 
 
March 1992- Eligibility Certification Specialist, II - Nevada State Welfare  
August 1995 
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F.  Publications  
 
 
(Book Chapter) 
 
Dahir, V.B. “Digital Visual Evidence,” Chapter 3 in Future of Evidence, American Bar 

Association, (American Bar Association, 2011).  
 
(Periodicals) 
 
Springer, V., Dahir, V.B.,



9 | P a g e  

 

Desrochers, S., & Dahir, V. (2000). Ambition as a motivational basis of organizational and 
professional commitment: Preliminary analysis of a proposed Career Advancement 
Ambition Scale. Perceptual and Motor Skills, 91, 563-570. 

 
Dillehay, R.C., Barry-Gabier, P.J., & Dahir, V. (2000). La evalucion del jurado en los casos 

criminals: Una comparación psicosocial del jurado americano y español. (The evolving 
jury of laypersons in criminal cases: Some social psychological comparisons between the 
U.S. and Spain). Psicología Política, No. 20, 93-122. 

 
Larwood, L., Wright, T.A., Desrochers, S., & 
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Office of Traffic Safety: Traffic safety community attitudes survey. University of Nevada, 
Reno, Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

 
Dahir, V.B.. et al. (2011) "State health Care Work Force Development Planning Grant Final 

Evaluation Report" September 29, 2011. Submitted to the Nevada Governor's Health 
Care Sector Council and HRSA (Health Resources and Services Administration). 

 
Springer, V., Russell, Janice R., Dahir, V.B., Russell, J., Dressel, W., Sawyer, J., & Brunson, 

W. (2011). Future of Court Reporting in the United States: Results from a National 
Survey of Judges and Court Reporters. Center for Research Design and Analysis, 
University of Nevada, Reno, and The National Judicial College. 

 
Broadus, A.D., Dahir, V.B. (2011). Desert Research Institute 360ο Administrative Department 

Review Public Report. Submitted to the Desert Research Institute, University of Nevada, 
Reno, Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

 
Springer, V., Broadus, A., Gonzalez, C., & 
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Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human Services. 
September, 2010. 

 
Broadus, A. D., Reichert, J., Dahir, V. B., Lee, W., & Yang, W. (2010). Comparison of general 

client satisfaction surveys, 2007-2009. Center for Research Design & Analysis and the 
Nevada Center for Health Statistics and Informatics report for the Nevada Department of 
Employment, Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division. 

 
Broadus, A. D., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Older individuals who are blind 

program satisfaction survey. Center for Research Design & Analysis and the Nevada 
Center for Health Statistics and Informatics report for the Nevada Department of 
Employment, Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division. 

 
Brown, C. S., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Nevada Department of Employment 

Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division, general client satisfaction survey 
2009. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

Gonzalez, C., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Nevada Department of employment 
training and rehabilitation, rehabilitation division, 2010 transition student satisfaction 
survey. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

 
Yang, W., Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Hosey, G., V., Hansen, A. (2010) Health Behaviors and 

Conditions of Nevada Native Americans, 2008. Joint Publication of University of 
Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human Services. 
September, 2010. 

 
Broadus, A. D., Reichert, J., Dahir, V. B., Lee, W., & Yang, W. (2010). Comparison of general 

client satisfaction surveys, 2007-2009. Center for Research Design & Analysis and the 
Nevada Center for Health Statistics and Informatics report for the Nevada Department of 
Employment, Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division. 

 
Broadus, A. D., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Older individuals who are blind 

program satisfaction survey. Center for Research Design & Analysis and the Nevada 
Center for Health Statistics and Informatics report for the Nevada Department of 
Employment, Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division. 

 
Brown, C. S., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Nevada Department of Employment 

Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division, general client satisfaction survey 
2009. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

Gonzalez, C., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2010). Nevada Department of employment 
training and rehabilitation, rehabilitation division, 2010 transition student satisfaction 
survey. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and Analysis. 

 
Brown, C., Dahir, V., Lee, W., & Yang, W. (2009). Nevada Department of Transportation 

Customer Satisfaction Survey 2009. University of Nevada, Reno, Center for Research 
Design and Analysis. 

 

Brown, C. S., Lee, W., Dahir, V. B., & Yang, W. (2009). Nevada Department of Employment  
Training and Rehabilitation, Rehabilitation Division, general client satisfaction survey 
2009.   University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and Analysis. 
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Dahir, V. B., Brown, C., Gonzalez, C., Yang, W., & Lee, W. (2009). Nevada Department of 
employment training and rehabilitation, rehabilitation division, 2000 transition client 
satisfaction survey. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and 
Analysis 

 
Dahir, V. B., Gonzalez, C., Brown, C., Yang, W., & Lee, W. (2009). Nevada Department of 

employment training and rehabilitation, rehabilitation division, 2009 transition student 
satisfaction survey. University of Nevada, Reno Center for Research Design and 
Analysis. 

 
Dahir, V. B., Reichert, J., Gonzalez, C., Brown, C., Yang, W., & Lee, W. (2009). Nevada 

Department of employment training and rehabilitation, rehabilitation division, 2009 Older 
and Blind Individuals satisfaction survey. University of Nevada, Reno Center for 
Research Design and Analysis 

 
Yang, W., Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Hansen, A. 2009. Report on Nevada Adult Asthma: A 

Special Analysis based on 2007 Nevada Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
(BRFSS) Adult Asthma Call Back Survey. Joint Publication of University of Nevada, 
Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human Services. March, 2009. 
Carson City, Nevada. PUB-NCHSI-09-03. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 

 
Yang, W. Zhang, F. Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Fernandez, G. and Hansen, A.C. 2009. Alcohol 

Consumption Prevalence Report in Nevada 1995-2007. Special Module of Nevada 
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). Joint Publication of University 
of Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human Services. 
March, 2009. Reno, Nevada. 30 pages. PUB-NCHSI-09-04. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 

 
Yang, W. Zhang, F. Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Fernandez, G. and Hansen, A.C. 2009. Health 

Conditions and Behaviors of Nevada Adults, 1995-2007 Trend Analysis: A Special 
Analysis based on Nevada Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). 
Joint Publication of University of Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of 
Health and Human Services. March, 2009. Reno, Nevada. 56 pages. PUB-NCHSI-
09-05. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/  

 
Yang, W., Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Fernandez, G. Hansen, A., Ritch, L. 2009. Nevada 

http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
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of Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human Services. 
March, 2009. Reno, Nevada. 30 pages. PUB-NCHSI-09-04. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 

 
Yang, W. Zhang, F. Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Fernandez, G. and Hansen, A.C. 2009. Health 

Conditions and Behaviors of Nevada Adults, 1995-2007 Trend Analysis: A Special 
Analysis based on Nevada Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS). 
Joint Publication of University of Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of 
Health and Human Services. March, 2009. Reno, Nevada. 56 pages. PUB-NCHSI-
09-05. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/  

 
Yang, W., Lee, W., Dahir, V.B., Fernandez, G. Hansen, A., Ritch, L. 2009. Nevada 

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) Core Module Report, 2007. 
Joint Publication of University of Nevada, Reno and Nevada State Department of 
Health and Human Services. June, 2009. Carson City, Nevada. PUB-NCHSI-09-05. 
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/  

 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B., Hansen, A.C., Rivers, A. Langdon, K. and 
Ritch, L. 2007. Intimate Partner Violence Prevalence Report in Nevada 2005-2006. 
Joint Publication of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State Department of 
Health and Human Services. June, 2007. Reno, Nevada. 47 pages. PUB-NCHSI-07-
01. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 
 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B. Hansen, A.C., Rivers, A. Landon, K. and Ritch, 
L. 2007. Sexual Violence Prevalence Report in Nevada 2005-2006. Joint Publication 
of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State Department of Health and Human 
Services. June, 2007. Reno, Nevada. 44pages. PUB-NCHSI-07-03. 
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 
 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B., Hansen, A.C., Jordan, J., Ritch, L., Wood, C. 
and Wright, J. 2007. Nevada Oral Health Prevalence Report 1996-2006. Joint 
Publication of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State Department of Health 
and Human Services. July, 2007. Reno, Nevada. 69 pages. PUB-NCHSI-07-04. 
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 
 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B., Burden, S., Canfield, M., Hansen, A.C., 
Kailash, V. and Ritch, L. 2007. Alcohol and Drug Use Prevalence Report in Nevada 
1992-2006. Joint Publication of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State 
Department of Health and Human Services. August, 2007. Reno, Nevada. 30 pages. 
PUB-NCHSI-07-05. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 
 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B., Cress, I., S., Hansen, A.C., Herst, C., McBride, 
D. and Ritch, L. 2007. Arthritis Prevalence Report of Nevada 2001, 2003 and 2005. 
Joint Publication of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State Department of 
Health and Human Services. August, 2007. Reno, Nevada. 60 pages. PUB-NCHSI-
07-06. http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/ 
 

Yang, W. Qeadan, F., Calder, J., Dahir, V.B., Moonie, S., Hansen, A.C., Herst, C., McBride, 
D. and Ritch, L. 2007. Childhood Asthma Prevalence Report in Nevada 2006. Joint 
Publication of University of Nevada Reno and Nevada State Department of Health 

http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
http://hhs.unr.edu/nchsi/
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organizations. Portions of this paper presented at the annual meeting of the Academy of 
Management, Chicago, IL.  

 
 

Peer Reviewed Presentations: 
 
 
Dahir, V.B., Merlino, M.L., Freeman, T.M., Springer, V., Hammond, D., Dyer A., Found, B.,  

Russell, J.R., Perez, L.M., Clark, J., & Bell, V.J. (2014, February). Feature Diagnostic 
Value in Questioned/Known Signature Comparison Tasks. Paper presented at the 2014 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Seattle, WA. 

 
 
MerlinV.B
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Russell, J.R., Perez, L.M., Clark, J., & Bell, V.J. (2014, February). Feature diagnostic 
value in questioned/known signature comparison tasks. Paper presented at the 2014 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Seattle, WA. Abstract 
retrieved from http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2014/2014FinalProgram.pdf 
Published 

 
Merlino, M.L., Freeman, T.M., Dahir, V., Springer, V., Hammond, D., Dyer, A.D., & Found, B.J. 

(forthcoming February 2015). Reliability, validity, accuracy, and bias in forensic 
document examination: An interdisciplinary approach to understanding forensic 
decisionmaking processes and outcomes. Paper to be presented at the 2015 Annual 

http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2014/2014FinalProgram.pdf
http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2015/15AdvanceProgram.pdf
http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2015/15AdvanceProgram.pdf
http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2014/2014FinalProgram.pdf
http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2014/2014FinalProgram.pdf
http://www.aafs.org/sites/default/files/2014/2014FinalProgram.pdf
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http://www.asqde.org/AGM/previous_meetings/programs_and_abstracts/2014Abstracts.
pdf 
Published 
 

(Other Publications, Conference Papers, and Presentations)  
 
 
Merlino, M.L., Freeman, T. M., Springer, V., Dahir, V., Hammond, D., Dyer, A. D., Found, B.J.,  

Smith, L., & Duvall, I. (March 31, 2014). Final report for the National Institute of Justice 
grant titled “Validity, Reliability, Accuracy, and Bias in Forensic Signature Identification.” 
Submitted to Gerry LaPorte, National Institute of Justice, Washington, DC. 
Awaiting publication 

 
Dahir, V.B., Merlino, M.L., Freeman, T.M., Springer, V., Hammond, D., Dyer A., Found, B., 

Russell, J.R., Perez, L.M., Clark, J., & Bell, V.J. (2014, February). Feature Diagnostic 
Value in Questioned/Known Signature Comparison Tasks. Paper presented at the 2014 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Seattle, WA.  

http://www.asqde.org/AGM/previous_meetings/programs_and_abstracts/2014Abstracts.pdf
http://www.asqde.org/AGM/previous_meetings/programs_and_abstracts/2014Abstracts.pdf
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Brown, C.S., Gonzalez, C., Broadus, A., Leipold, A., & Dahir, V.B. (2010, April). Collecting 
campus data using web-based tools. Paper presented at the Western Social Science 
Association annual meeting, Reno, NV. 

 
Gonzalez, C., Brown, C.S., Broadus, A., Leipold, A., & Dahir, V.B. (2010, April).Multi-

Methodology: Tips and tricks. Paper presented at the Western Social Science 
Association annual meeting, Reno, NV. 

 
Dahir, V.B
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respect to expert testimony: Problems encountered and solutions employed. Annual 
meeting of the American Psychology-Law Society (Division 41 of the American 
Psychological Association), New Orleans, LA. 

 
Dobbin, S.A., Gatowski, S.I., Ginsburg, G., Richardson, J.T., Merlino, M.L., & Dahir, V. (1999, 

July). Judges’ opinions of Daubert and the admissibility of scientific evidence: Results of a 
national survey of judges. Invited paper presented as part of a panel entitled: “The Use of 
Scientific Evidence: Empirical, Legal, and Comparative Perspectives.” Joint meetings of 
the International Conference of the American Psychological Law Society, Division 41 of 
the American Psychological Association and the European Society and Law Association, 
Dublin, Ireland. 

 
Gatowski, S.I., Dobbin, S.A., Richardson, J.T., Ginsburg, G.P., Merlino, M.L., & Dahir, V. (1999, 
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Nevada Department of Corrections 
Title:     Outcome Evaluation of Project P.R.I.D.E. for Nevada Department of Corrections.  
The Center for Research Design and Analysis (CRDA) and the Grant Sawyer Center for Justice 
Studies (GSCJS) partnered with the Nevada Department of Corrections (NDOC) in 2015 to 
conduct a qualitative evaluation (focus groups, in-person interviews, and paper and pencil 
surveys) of Project P.R.I.D.E. (Purpose, Respect, Integrity, Determination, and Excellence; 
hereafter “PRIDE”), a re-entry system within the Nevada Department of Corrections. 
4/1/15-6/30/15; Amoun1( )-4in
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10/01/13-09/30/14 
 The goal of this study is to conduct a statewide RDD telephone survey of Nevada residents 
about their opinions regarding seat belt safety and other driving behaviors, such as speeding, 
impaired driving, and distracted driving. These surveys are conducted yearly by OTS, and 
CRDA has been conducting these surveys for OTS since 2008 (contracted through 9/30/15).  
Role: Principal Investigator  
Amount: $45,243 
 
Police Services Survey 
Campus Police Services Chief: Adam Garcia 
Title: Police Services Customer Satisfaction Survey 
This study is a customer satisfaction survey of all UNR faculty, students, and staff regarding 
their interactions with campus police services. 
1/1/14-12/31/14 
Role: Principal Investigator 
Amount: $2500 
 
Office of the Associate Dean of Students, Student Persistence Research 
Title: Campus Sexual Assault Climate Survey 
This study is a survey of all UNR students about their attitudes toward sexual assault and their 
awareness of sexual assault issues on campus.  
1/1/14-12/31/14 
Role: Co-Principal Investigator 
Amount: $3500 
 
Nevada Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety  
7/25/08-6/30/09, 7/1/09 –9/30/2013  
Title: “Seat Belt Opinion Survey” and “Nevada Traffic Safety Community Attitudinal Survey”: The 
Seatbelt Opinion Survey was a statewide telephone survey of Nevada residents about their 
opinions regarding seat belt safety and photo enforcement cameras at traffic intersections. The 
Nevada Traffic Safety Community Attitudinal Survey included an RDD telephone community 
attitude survey of Nevada drivers about their driving behavior. These surveys are conducted 
yearly by OTS, and CRDA has been conducting these surveys for OTS since 2008.  
 
Nevada Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety/Nevada Highway Patrol 
2/1/12-4/30/12 
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Status: Funded $48,000 
Role: Principal Investigator, UNR 
 
 
Nevada State Health Division and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention  
1/1/92-12/31/08 and 1/1/2012-2/28/2014; Title: “Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System 
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